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| AERIAL WEW OF THE PEAKRS
SURROUNDING CADES COVE, TN

YEAH, RIGHT. How can a place that sees 9 mil-
lion visitors a year still have secrets? We didn’t
believe it either, until we checked out a few
little-known gems recommended by locals
who've hiked every inch of America's most pop-
ular national park. Turns out these ancient,
green mountains that rise and
roll through Tennessee ]
and western North
Carolina hold plenty
of surprises. Like "7
pockets of virgin
forest umouched
since the days when
Davy Crockett lived
here, with trees so tall
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you'll want to check your map to see if you're
really in the Southeast. Like sheer cliffs dropping
2,000 feet into misty valleys. Like 4,000 kinds of
plants, trees, and wildflowers, many that don't
exist anywhere else this
far south, plus black
bears, bobcats, and
,- wild boar. Even the
¢ remains of the
Parton settlement— |
that's right, Dolly’s
ancestors. The park
has all this and nearly
900 miles of trail. Here
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are three quiet hikes where
surprises still abound. |
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