5 vacations for UNDER S400

ventureout

Take off for a three-day outdoor getaway
that won't break the bank. ey Gina DeMiilo

How far can you stretch four $100 bills in these tightwad
times? Qur bargain-minded writer managed to find five
escapes ranging from the Fiorida Keys to southern Oregon
= &l for less than $400 for 3 long weekend (transpartation
and taxes not included). Plus, she's thrown in a few splurge
options worth the exfra cash!

Wallet-Friendly Wilderness Retreat

Rockwood, Maine, two hours northwest of Bangor Inter-
national Airport

Grand total $335 (accommadations, $165; food, about
$100; fitness activities, about $70)

Budget digs Stay in a cozy, rustic cabin at The Birches
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Resort (800-825-9453, birches.com) with a friend; rates
start at just $55 each per night. Cabins offer fully equipped
kitchens and electricity, and some even have fireplaces.
This four-season resort sits on the shore of Moosehead
l.ake, Maine’s largest at 40 miles long.

Affordable fitness Participate in guided canoeing, kayaking
or mauntain-biking tours through the 11,000 acres of wilder-
ness surrounding The Birches, or pick up a free trail map
irom the concierge and explore on your own, Keep an eye
out for the majestic bald eagle, black bear, beaver and
Maine's state animal, the moose. Take the four-hour
“Socatean Sojourn” kayak trip along Socatean Stream and
Bay on a moose-safari eco-tour ($59). Or tread the tree-
studded granite formations of spectacular Mount Kineo,
which rises 700 feet above Moosehead Lake, Indian Trailis a
moderate hike, just under 2.5 miles round trip, that feads to
an abandoned fire tower with a view of Quebec,

For a more challenging eight-mile hike, you can follow

trails that trace the top of the mountain’s sheer cliff face.
Summer access fo the Mount Kinea peninsuia is possible
only by boat. A privately owned former Navy faunch
motorboat that now serves as a shuttie to Kineo docks at
Rackwood Landing, three miles from The Birches ($10
round trip; 207-695-2702).
Frugal gourmet Before or after conquering Mount Kineo,
fill up on country-style home cooking at ihe lakeside
Moosehead Inn, a short walk from Rockwood Landing.
Five dollars will get you a stack of buttermilk pancakes
and coffee; about $6 buys a lunch of hearty chili or a
chicken Caesar salad.

Sample the fresh local catch at Kelly's Landing on the
southern end of Moosehead Lake in Greenville Junction.

The restaurant's lobster

Tread the granite ~ and crab cakes topped
z with sun-dried tomato
formations of and rosemary butfer
s) Ly {$15) are worth the 20-
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700 feef above all-you-can-eat breakfast

buifet ($8; 207-695-
4438; kellysatmoose
head.com). .
Splurge! From the resort,
embark on the evening
Moose Cruise Combo,
which includes a dinner in
The Birches Dining Room
(available May to October;
$50). Foltow up the cruise
with an hour-long Swedish
massage from Katia, the
resort's talented mas-
seuse ($95), >

Moosehead Lake.
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